
Alysha Banerji, Cambridge, MA
Alysha Banerji is currently a Ph.D student in Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
Originally from India, she has over eight years of experience in improving access and quality of education
in underserved communities in India, the USA, and Latin America. Alysha has worked as a Program
Manager for Let’s Get Ready!, preparing first generation and low-income students for higher education;
and managed the national expansion of the India School Leadership Institute, an organization that
provides leadership training for principals of public and low-income private schools in cities across India.
Most recently, she worked as an Assistant Education Specialist at UNESCO Santiago, Chile, supporting
the implementation of the Education 2030 Agenda in the Latin America and Caribbean region. She holds
a BA in Philosophy from Hamilton College, an M.S.Ed in International Education Development from the
University of Pennsylvania, and is a recipient of the Aga Khan Foundation’s International Scholarship
Programme.

Darliya Bennett, Revere, MA
Darliya Bennett is a Gun Violence Prevention Consultant who works with the Department of Public Health
to prevent and provide support to communities and individuals who are affected by gun violence at higher
rates. Darliya believes that reaching out, and showing up for those who are more likely to be subjected to
gun violence based on their geography and race can give back safety in communities and increase the
standard of living. Darliya holds a degree in Criminal Justice and Sociology from Salem State University,
where she got the opportunity to intern with a nonprofit organization called Positive Tracks. There she
participated in the deconstruction of existing power dynamics among youth in their community,
recognizing youth that want to empower their community, and being aware of youth that have less
resources and accessibility. This drove Darliya’s passion to continue working with and advocating for
individuals and communities that otherwise may not have been heard.

Sophie England, Brookline, MA
Sophie England is a graduate of Brookline High School, and will be starting her freshman year at Boston
University in January. She plans on majoring in Environmental Analysis and Policy, with a minor in Global
Health. She is interested in many social justice issues, so during her time at BU she plans on working on
addressing environmental injustice and the school to prison pipeline. Throughout her high school career,
Sophie has interned at two earth sciences labs, worked with children at the South Street Youth Center,
taken action in the Food Justice Club, and worked at the New England Aquarium to help raise awareness
on climate change.

Alexandra Philip, Somerville, MA
Ally Philip is Program Manager at the Social Innovation and Change Initiative at the Harvard Kennedy
School. In her role, Ally manages all aspects of the New World Social Innovation Fellowship - program
delivery, selection and recruitment, alumni engagement, and other key program deliverables - as well as
provides coaching and advising to students. Prior to joining SICI, Ally was a Program Manager at the New
England Grassroots Environment Fund. While at the Grassroots Fund, Ally orchestrated the RootSkills
Training Series and provided grassroots leaders with training, empowering them to build more equitable
and sustainable communities. She also managed the Seed grant program, supporting emerging
grassroots groups and administering small grants to catalyze innovative community initiatives. Ally
continues to bring this experience into her work and is passionate about developing and providing
platforms for justice-oriented innovation.



Sibusisiwe Malaba, Newark, NJ
Sibu is a seasoned public servant committed to mobilizing disenfranchised communities through public
policy and partnerships. She holds over ten years of professional experience in public affairs, community
relations, volunteer management, and fundraising. Currently, Sibu serves as Director of the Newark
Anchor Collaborative, a public-private partnership of anchor institutions dedicated to Newark's economic
revitalization. Prior to the Newark Alliance, Sibu served as National Urban Fellow in the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Department at Prudential. Previously, Sibu served as Executive Director for the
Massachusetts Black and Latino Legislative Caucus (MBLLC) where she was responsible for defining,
highlighting, and analyzing issues affecting people of color in Massachusetts. Under her leadership, the
MBLLC secured several policy victories in the state budget, criminal justice reform, cannabis regulation,
equal pay, and racial justice legislation. Prior to the MBLLC, Sibu held roles in the Office of Senator
Chang-Diaz (D-MA), Governor Deval Patrick’s re-election campaign, and educational nonprofits. Sibu
holds a B.A. in History and English Communications from Emmanuel College, an M.A. in Public Policy
from Tufts University (Neighborhood Fellow), and an M.A. in Public Administration from Baruch College
(National Urban Fellow).

Nakia Navarro, Boston, MA
Nakia Navarro is the CEO/Founder of Building Audacity. She has 20 years of nonprofit leadership
experience, including an extensive background in nonprofit management, creating youth focused racial
equity training and community organizing curriculum, as well as developing community investment
strategies. Nakia developed a community organizing curriculum for Positive Tracks, a national funder of
sports-based youth led changemaking. Before Positive Tracks, Nakia was a Program Director at the New
England Grassroots Environment Fund, a regional fund investing in the cross-section of environment and
social justice. In addition, she worked as the New England Regional Director at Let’s Get Ready, a
nonprofit providing college access and success resources within low resourced communities. Nakia holds
a BA in Public Administration from Winthrop University, a MA from Tufts University in Education, a MA
from Tufts University in Urban Environmental Public Policy, and a certificate in Global Communications
from the University of Salamanca. Nakia is the author of The Messiness of Life, an Anthology, teaches
Environmental Justice at Brooke Charter High School and facilitates anti-bias training via the
Anti-Defamation League World of Difference Institute. Nakia hails from Hilton Head Island, SC and
currently resides in Boston, MA.

Sheryl Seller, Cambridge, MA
Sheryl Seller is Assistant Director of the Sillerman Center for the Advancement of Philanthropy at
Brandeis University's Heller School, with responsibilities including directing Sillerman's youth philanthropy
project, management of Sillerman Center Fellowships, and coordination of Sillerman events and
communications. She also sits on the Steering Committee of the Social Justice Funders Network, where
she collaborates with other social justice funders to execute informative events and learnings particularly
around racial justice funding. She has a strong background in marketing and communications, and is
passionate about leveraging those skills to increase social justice philanthropy. Sheryl also holds a TEFL
certificate, has worked as an adult ESOL instructor, and has been nationally recognized for her
commitment to volunteerism. She holds an MA in Global Studies with a concentration in Immigration
Patterns and Policy, and a BA in Global Studies and Hispanic Studies, both from Brandeis University.



Angela Tennison, Charlotte, NC
Angela is a strategic dream shaper who helps leaders crystallize goals, cultivate a supportive culture and
mobilize teams to conquer their mission. She honed her leadership skills at the highest level — The White
House, starting with work on the 2008 Obama presidential campaign that turned into an invitation to serve
in the administration for seven (7) years. During that time she also served as the first Leadership
Development Director at the U. S. Department of Education. Angela carries a unique perspective to
developing leaders and navigating varied organizational structures, thanks to her nearly two decades of
combined, diverse experiences in corporate, government, political, and entrepreneurial sectors. Now, a
noted “leader’s Leader,” and armed with two coaching certifications, Angela’s own enterprise, The
Leaders Coaching Group, brings a strategic, comprehensive, and yet compassionate style to doing what
she loves — coaching leaders to have more clarity, confidence, and courage to create the organization,
and ultimately, life they want.

Elijah Washington, New York, NY
Meet the man dedicating his life to providing youth the support he never had. Elijah Washington is
currently an AmeriCorps Member serving with City Year New York as a student success coach, and
previous leader of student organization, Youth Giving Back. Within the community he is well-known for his
patience and dedication towards youth, which he attributes to his desire to be a dependable role model in
their lives. He believes that everyone deserves the resources to achieve their dreams, and derives
boundless joy from giving the kids he works with the confidence to succeed.

In his position, Washington offers academic support in 8th grade mathematics and provides social and
emotional support to help them reach their goals. As a leader of Youth Giving Back, he organized for
funding from the Sodexo Foundation to plan the first ever Child Hunger Summit in Yonkers, NY. His
experience working with diverse groups of people positions him perfectly to mentor others who wish to
follow his lead in supporting inner-city youth, as it is his mission to give every child the guidance he would
have liked for himself.

Corey Yarbrough, Boston, MA
Corey Yarbrough is the Founding Director of Operations for Brooke High School and Brooke’s 8th Grade
Academy, two schools that are part of the Brooke Charter Schools network.  Brooke Charter Schools is a
free, open-enrollment K-12 public charter school network in Boston dedicated to getting under-served
students to and through college.

Prior to joining Brooke Charter Schools, Corey co-founded the Hispanic Black Gay Coalition (HBGC) and
served as its Executive Director from 2009 – 2016. HBGC works to inspire and empower Latino, Hispanic
and Black LGBTQ individuals through activism, education, community outreach, and counseling.  He has
also served as an instructor for Boston University Upward Bound, program manager for Let’s Get Ready,
and community organizer for the National Coalition for the Homeless.

Corey holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Justice Studies from James Madison University. He currently
sits on the Board of the Dorchester Food Co-Opt and has previously served as a member of the
Massachusetts Commission on LGBTQ Youth and Steering Committee for the Boston Alliance for
Community Health (BACH).


